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By the Author: 


t. Certain Rules of Latin Syntax; for the uſe of Schools: 
( firſt publiſhed 1765.) a new Edition. 


2. The CIX Pſalm ; ( firſt publiſhed 1772.) and 

3. The XLV Pſalm: (firſt publiſhed 1774.) 
carefully corrected according to the true meaning of 
the Hebrew Original; with a paraphraſe and notes. 
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Set tee teten 


To SIR JOHN CHETWO DE, 
Of Oakley in the County of Srarrokp, Baronet. 


SIR Jonx, 


OUR FATHER, the late SR Joun CHETwope 
BARONET, was not only a very valuable Member of 
the Society of Free Maſons, but my good Friend and Pa- 
tron. This conſideration makes me ambitious of inſccibing 
this Sermon to vou. 


It gives me, who have had the honour of being your Tutor, 
abundant pleaſure to find, that uninfluenced by a diſſipated 
and abandoned age, vou wiſely adorn your mind with that 
learning and virtue, which are the beſt accompliſhments of 
NoB1LITY, 


That GOD ALMIGHTY may bleſs rou with length 
of days and perpetual felicity, is the hearty prayer of, 


SIR JOHN, 


your moſt obliged, 
obedient ſervant, 


Thomas Crane. 
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To the Worſhipful MasrERs of all regular Lopoxs. 


#: HE reputation of the LopGt very much depends on the con- 
duct of the MasT:R When a Brother is initiated, no 
ceremony foreign to Maſonry ſhould be impoſed : nothing ludicrous 
ſhould deform ſo ſo/emz an act of religious worſhip. | 


Catechetic Lefures ought to be aboliſhed : notwithſtanding they 
are ſtyled by ſome the an/zent Lectures, they are no more than 
innovations. 


The works of Creation, the Civilization of mankind, the Progreſs, 
Perſecution, and Eſtabliſhment of the royal Art in different Coun. 
tries, the Orders of ArchiteEture, the Laws, Cuſtoms, and Manner, 
of Maſons, the Emblems of the Lodge, the moral Duties, the Mor- 
talily and Immortality of man, the Glories of a better Life, theſe are 
the only proper ſubjects for CHarces and LEcTurts among 
Masons, who acknowlege themſelves Strangers and Pilgrims on 
Earth, devote themſelves to Gop's ſervice, and look up to Heaven 
their proper Country. | 
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LREILF ALT HET IEPALERED 


Holineſs becometh thine houſe, O Lozp, for ever, 
ode OD is deſcribed in this Pſalm as clothed with 
X G8 | Majeſty, clothed and girded with Strength, as 
SAYXES mightier than the raging of many waters, fai h- 

ful in teſtimonies, perfect in holineſs. 

animated than in the engliſh verſi,n. I will end.avour to 

tranſlite it as nearly in ſenſe as our language will allow. 


Pſalm xciii: 5. 
the Creator and Kiag eternal of the univerſe, 
This Pſalm appears in the hebrew language much more 
Jerovan reigneth : he is clothed with majeſty: JEHovan 


is clothed, hath girded himſelf with ſtrength : the world alſo 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed, that it decline not from it's place. Thy 
throne hath been eſtabliſhed from the creation: thou art 


from everlaſting. The floods have lifred up. O Jenovan! 


the floods have lifted up their voice: the floods ſhall + lift 
up their daſhing waves. JEHovaHr on high is mightier thin 


the voices of many waters, mightier than mighty ſtorms f 
the ſea. Thy teſtimonies are very faithful: holineſs is comely 


to thy houſe, O Jexovan, to length of days. [i. e. ci time 
ſhall be no more.] 


This ſeems to be a faithful, and almoſt /zteral, tranſlation 


of the Pſalm before us. The Pſalmiſt appears to be actuated 
by the following train of thought, 


| B x Jenovan 
| + Or, lt the floods lift up their daſhiog waves, 
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JenovAn ſhall be the eme of my hymn of praiſe. 

JEHovAH is the adorable King of the univerſe. Earthly 
Mona chs are adorned with robes of ſtate: majeſty is Is 
clothing, Earthly Monarchs have ſumptuous girdl-s: uE is 
girded with ftrength. Earthly Monarchs enjoy a feeble and 
limited government over their fellow mortals: JeHovan, 
the great Architect of the univerſe, hath eſtabliſhed his reign 
over all his works; and his reign is eternal, The creation of 
the round world, and all that therein is, ſtrikes us with 
amazement : but the continual ard rapid mation of the world, 
without declining from the path appointed for it, is a moſt 
aſtoniſhing and miraculous proof of God's preſence over all 
his works. Canſt thou, O Mortal, calm the ſwelling ſurge 
of the waters? Canſt thou withſtand the mighty billows of 
the raging deep ? The force of the turbid ocean is wonderful : 
but the might of him, who made the ocean, is far more tre- 
mendous. The laws of Gap are not unſtable, like the laws 
of earthly monarchs: but the divine laws are very faithful. 
The grandornament of Gop's HOUSE is HOLINESS: and hi 
will be the grand ornament of the houſe oft Jenovan, ſo 
long as he is adored by us, 
Natural Religion teaches the moſt unpoliſhed nations to 
lift up their eyes to heaven, to deprecate evils, and return 
thanks for bleſſings from above: and when they obſerve the 
admirable ſtrufture of the univerſe, the ſame guide will lead 
them to know that there is ſome one, who with infinite love, 
power, and providence, rules and ſuperintends all, * . 

But all men do not make the ſame uſe of this truth deri- 
ved from nature: for when men began to indulge themſelves 

in 


® The thoughts in this account of Heatheniſm are chiefly extracted from 
Verderius's Latin I'ranflation of a book, written in Italian by Chartarius, 
concerning heathen Idols. 
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in wickedneſs, they. advanced no farther in the natural know- 
lege of Gop, than the fight of their eyes. Some mortals, 
having contemplated the glorious appearance of created beings, 
looked not far enough: and offered, thro' miſtaken piety, 
that worſhip to the ſun, the moon, and heaven itſclf; which 
ought to have been.humbly paid to their Creator, 

Religious error ſo mightily encreaſed, that by vulgar pre- 
judice mortals were deified, virtues and vices were perſonified 
and idolized, brute beaſts, and even vegetables, were wor— 
ſhipt as Gods. Hence it happened, that an innumcrable mul- 
titude of gods were adored by the heathen world: for not 
only every nation had it's peculiar gods; but every city, 
every houſe, and almoſt every individual, fell down and 
worſhiped peculiar gods and idols: and changed the gloty 
of the © incorruptible God, into an image made like to cor- 
« ruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beaſts, and 
« creeping things”. § 

The Perſians and Libyans, however they may have fallen 
into error of late, were wiſe people in the more remote ages. 
They had ſuch lofty notions of Gop's grandeur, that when 
they worſhiped him, they had neither ſtatues, altar, nor 
temple ; rightly judging that Gop is not confined by place, 
but filleth the univerſe. | 

Such an idea as this KING SoLoMoN had; who, after he 
had built a temple to the Gop oF ISRAEL, tho' it was ex- 
ceeding magnificent, thought it far untuitable to the digni y 
of his Creator: for when he * © ſtood before the altar of the 
Lord, in the preſence of all the congregation of Iſrael, 
% and ſpread forth his hands towards heaven: he ſaid, Lord 
* God of Ifſracl, there is no god like thee in heaven above, 
* or on earth beneath, who kcepeſt covenant and at 
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§ Rom. 1: 23. ® See 1 Kings: 8. 
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„ with thy ſervants, that walk before thee with all their 
e heart.” And preſently he ſubjoined: “ But will God 
© indeed dwell on the earth? Behold! the heaven, and 
© heaven of heavens cannot. contain thee, how much leſs 
* this houſe that I have builded?” 

To th's temple of Solomon the Pſalmiſt, whoever he was, 
alludes in the text, when he ſays, © holineſs becometh thine 
* hcuſe for ever.” I do not agree with thoſe commentators, 
who are of opinion that this Pſalm was written by || King 


David upon ſome triumphant occaſion; conſequently before 


the temple of Solomon was founded. It appears clear to me, 
from the hebrew text, that a general idea of Gop's Majeſty, 
as the Creator, Preſerver, and King of the uni verſe, ſug- 
geſted the ſubject of the charming poem before us: an ode, 
in compariſon of which the correctneſs of Horace, the warmth 
of Anacreon, and the lofty flights of Pindar, muſt ſeem 
mean: an ode, which alludes not only to the ARK of Gop, 
but to that TEMPLE which was built as a reſting place for 
the ark of Gop, and which was dignified with the name and 
the preſence of JEHovAn: a temple, which David was not 
thought worthy to found, becauſe he was a man of blood: 
the honour was reſerved for his Son, who (before he fell 
into idolatry) was the glory of mankind, and the beloved 
„ X 
Time wou'd fail me, were I to expatiate on the 207/dom, 


Arengtb, and beauty, diſpliyed in this ſtructure; when Sor o- 


MoN was Grand Maſter of Maſons in Iſrael. Aſtoniſhing 
were the quantities of coſtly wood, of filver, of gold, and 
precious ſtones more valuable than pure gold. No ſtruQture 
was ever to be compared with the temple, for it's exactly 

| « proportioned 


| This notion aroſe in conſequence of the title of this Pſalm which 
appears in the Septuagint and Vulgate ; but there is no title inthe Hebrew, 
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e proportioned and beautiful dimenſions, from the mag nifi- 
* cent portico on the Eaſt, to the plorious and reverend ” 
holy of holies on the Weſt; with the numerous apartments 
* for the Kings, Princes, Sanhedrim, Prieſts, Levites, and 
* People of Iſrael; and the outer court for the Gentiles, 
it being a Houſe of prayer for all nations. The Proſpect 
of it highly tranſcended all that we are now capable to 
imagin, and it has ever been eſteemed the fineſt picce of 
„ Maſonry upon earth.“ * | 

The temple of Solomon added Juſtre to maſonry : for tho 
maſonry is as old as the creation, lodges were not regularly 
formed till the days of this wiſe Monarch; from whoſe 
temple they have been diffuſcd over the face of the civilized 
part of the earth. 5 

I cannot promiſe to revele in this place every minute par- 


* 


ticular of Maſonry, However, what is proper for me to 


declare I will communicate moſt readily. 

Some perſons have imagined that MAsonRy muſt be 

wicked, becauſe they know not what it is: an opinion abſurd, 

and uncharitable in a high degree. Becauſe I know not what 

my neighbour is doing in his 1etirement, muſt I rafhly con- 

clude he is acting uictedly? | | 
MAsoNRy is not uſeleſs, not hurtful to the morals of man- 


kind: it is a ſyſtem entirely friendly to human Society; 


without which the world cou'd rot be inhabited with any 
degree of comfort, and many parts of the world cou'd not 
have heen inhabited at all. Unaided by Mifonry, Mankind 


wou'd always have continued in the ſavage ſtate; and human 
life wou'd have been a curſe, and not a bleſſing. This made 


antient 


* 
% 


* Rook of Conſtitutions, 
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' IF We muſt except one Ra held in the Wilderneſs ; and another, 
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antient Maſons ſay, that without the help of maſonry men 
wou'd never have been bleſſed with any of the advantages 
ariſing from agriculture, aſtronomy, geometry, arithmetic, 
muſic, poetry, chymiſtry, g vernment, religion. + 

MasonRY is founded on Architeffure and Geometry: 
and if you ask of what w/e Maſonry is; the lofty dome, the 
ſplencid palace, and the ſolemn Zemple, ſhall anſwer you. 
FREE MaAsoNs are well-wiſhers to the building art: and 
tho' they have many cuſtoms peculiar to the Lodge; I am 
very confident they have no cuſtom contrary to what is 
Ppraiſe-worthy. 
 __Magsons deſerve high commendation for their religious 

principles: friends to Zoleratim, without diſcriminating be- 

tween ſect and party, they eſteem every Maſon a Brother, 
if he be a good man, and a worſbiper of oNE Gop.. 
The AFFECTION of MAsoNs for one another has appeared 
amidſt the horrors of war, Maſons, who have been carried 
captive in an hoſtile land, have found rind in the midſt 
of their enemies, brethren among flrangers; and have obtain» 
ed a fate and ſpeedy return to their own country. It all 
men behaved as Maſonry ditects; their harmleſs conduct and 
mutual regard wou'd put an effectual period to all thoſe ani- 
moſi:ics and vile paſſions, which diſttact and embroil man- 
kind, and convert this world into a vale of miſery and wil- 
derneſs of woe. 

TACITURNITY has been objected as a crime to MAsoNs: 
they rather deſerve commendation tor this; becauſe the empty 
and vain babler is a character very oGiuus even in the popular 
world, Juſtin, a heathen wiiter, commends I the old in- 
h-bitants of Spain for their inviolable obſervance of /ecrets : 
ſome of whom, rather than betray a ſecret, choſe to die 


under 
+ See ſeveral Books on Maſonry. t Lib. xliv, cap. 2. 


3 
under torture. Zeno, the chief of the Stoic Philoſophers, 
(we are informed by Diogenes Laertius, || ) gave the fol- 
lowing rebuke to a young man who prated fooliſhly : We 
have for this purpoſe two ears and one mouth; that we 
* may hear much and ſpeak little.” The reveler of ſecrets 
is branded in holy writ * as a deſpicable and worthleſs perſon, 
If the houſe of Gop be a houſe of HhoLINESS, this ſhou'd 
teach us to offer to ſo perfect a Being pure and ſpititual 
worſhip. The holy Jesvs hath taught us to adapt our wor- 
ſhip to the dignity and nature of our heavenly Father. Gop 
delighteth in a contrite heart for paſt offences, prayers and 
ſupplications, praiſes and thanſgivings ; accompanied with 
that holineſs of life, without which it is in vain to call our- 
ſelves Chriſtians : that Holineſs, * without which no man 
© ſhall ſee the Lord.“ + > 
| We ate now aſſembled for the worſhip of Gop in the 
congregation of the living, we ſhall ſoon be ſummoned to 
Join the congregation of the dead, Human life glides inſen- 
fibly away: and at the utmoſt period allotted ro man, we 
cannot have any long abidance in this world. The 
ſcenes of Maſonry admonith us moſt ſolemniy of our own 
mortality, Maſonry informs us in a manner not to be miſ- 
underſtood, that * Man goeth to his long home, and the 
* mourners go about the ſtreets.” J 
Holy Job, ſpeaking of the brevity of human life, faith ; 
„ man dieth, and waſteth away: yea, man giveth up the 
e ghoſt, and where is he? As the waters fail from the ſea, 
and the flood decayeth and dricth up; ſo man lieth 
© down, and tiſeth not: 'till the heavens be no more, they 
* ſhall not awake, nor be raiſed out of their ſleep.“ $ b 
ut 


| Vide Diog. de Zenone, ® Prov. 11: 13. 20: 19. 25: 9. Eccl. 10: 11. 
+ Heb. 12: 14. + Eccl. 12: 5. I Job 14: 10, 


FE 
But tho' man will not awake from the ſleep of death, nor 
riſe from the duſt, *till the heavens be no more: yet at that 


awful period when the heavens and the earth ſhall be diff lv- 


ed, and give place to new and more glorious ones; the dead 
ſhall be raiſcd to a ſtate of exiſtence full of horror to the 
wicked, but of bliſs to the good. Therefor let the hope of 
a pious chriſtian not be confined within the narrow limits of 
a periſhing world : hut let every faithful ſervant of the holy 
Jesus comfort himſclf with the expectation of © new hea- 
vens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs,” 4 


Upon the whole. 2 


Since the Lord JEHovaAn is the adorable Creator of the 
Univerſe : let all nature unite to hymn his praiſe. Since we 
have the high honour and happineſs to be ſutjects of the eter- 
nal King; let us chearfully ſubmit to every diſpenſation of his 
Providence. Let us pay a fincere regard to every law, which 
he hath given for cur conduct in life; with a thankſul heart 
following the commandments of the holy Jesus, who hath 
amply reveled the will of this adorable Being to mortals, and 
hath enforced his doctrines by the rewards and puniſhments 
of another life. Since JEHovAn is a Gop of noLiness, 
fince holineſs is the grand ornament of the houſe of Gon, let 
us at all times uſe our beſt endeavours to be holy as he is holy. 
Then ſhall we anſwer the end of our creation: and whether 
we be in the body or out of the body, we ſhall enjoy the 
bigzh regard of the univerſal Parent, who will ere long am- 
ply reward our imperfect endeavours with happineſs perfect 
and eternal. 5 


+ 2 Pet. 3: 13. 
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